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EUROPE’S LAST ROMANTIC GREAT POET

Mihai Eminescu
HONORED AT HARVARD DIVINITY SCHOOL

Paying a well deserved tribute to a great poet
is a moral and intellectual duty that any
university should be proud to accomplish.
Mihai Eminescu (1850-1889), Romania’s
foremost poet of all times, is indeed one
poet who deserves such a tribute.

As a nationalist, Eminescu is not only
the creator of modern Romanian, but he is
Europe’s last Romantic genius, comparable
only to Byron, Poe, Shelley or Lermontov.
And yet, his poetry is still very little known
to most native English speakers in America.
This explains the perplexity and also the
delight expressed by numerous Boston area
students and professors studying Romance
literatures, in seeing that this year, for the
first time in its prestigious
history, Harvard Divinity
School hosted an event
honoring Eminescu.

On January 13, 2007
Harvard Divinity School hosted a
symposium entitled “God in the Poetry of
Europe’s Last Romantic, Mihai Eminescu.”
This symposium was organized by the
Institute of Romanian Orthodox Theology
and Spirituality (New York) in conjunction
with the Liturgy, Worship and the Arts
Program of  the Boston Theological Institute,
and with the support of Saint Parascheva
Romanian Orthodox Church of Boston.
Renowned scholars from Europe and USA
focused on poetry and explored his main
religious themes such as Mihaela Albu, PhD
(Columbia University & State University of
Craiova), Rev. Prof. Theodor Damian PhD,
ThD (President, Institute of Romanian
Orthodox Theology and Spirituality, NY);
Anca Sirghie, PhD (Université Michel de
Montaigne Bordeaux 3, France & Lucian
Blaga University of Sibiu, Romania), Doru
Tsaganea, PhD (Metropolitan College of
New York), Marian Gh. Simion, PhD (cand.)
(Boston Theological Institute), and Rev.

Prof. Nicolai Buga
( S t . G r e g o r y ’ s
Theological Seminary,
Bucharest, Romania,
and newly appointed
rector of  Holy Trinity,
Romanian Orthodox
Church, Philadelphia,
PA).

However, the most welcome keynote
speaker was Adrian George Sahlean,
Translator, Psychoanalyst, and President
Global Arts. He was unanimously acclaimed
for his recent translations from Eminescu’s
poetry into English language and was
awarded a diploma and a medal by both,

organizers and the
representative of the “Dorul”
Society of  New York. His
English version of some
selected Eminescu’s poems

has been recently published under the title
of  “Eternal Longing, Impossible Love.”
During the symposium, Adrian G. Sahlean
demonstrated that he is not only a highly
gifted poet, but also a talented actor and
director. His English narration of  “The
Legend of the Evening Star” had
wonderfully expressed the Eminescu’s
unique romantic personality. Waves of
unexpected beauty and musicality permeated
the elegant Braun Room of the Divinity
School’s Andover Hall at Harvard, while
deeply touching the audience’s heart and
soul.

As branded by the Romanian
philosopher Constantin Noica, the ‘uneven
Man of  the Romanian culture,’ Eminescu
“knew best how to express the soul of his
people to faithfully translate into poetry the
dreams and aspirations of his fellow
countrymen.” (cf. Alain Guillermou, 1984)
He was a man who “encompassed in his
single mind and soul, an entire nation, with

all its long, painful journey
through history.” (cf. Rosu, 1969)

If the organizers and
contributors of this symposium
were honored to have had the
chance to celebrate Eminescu at
Harvard, it is obvious that
Harvard Divinity School itself
should take the pride in hosting
this recognition and celebration
of  Europe’s Great Romantic
Genius. As put by one speaker,
‘Harvard must be proud and
honored that Eminescu was
praised and honored at Harvard.’

By Rev. Prof. Nicolai Buga
Orthodox Theological Seminary
Bucharest, Romania

GUESTS, SPEAKERS, AND ORGANIZERS: ( left to right : Constantin
Brasoveanu, Roxana Sahlean, Simona Caia, Rev. Fr. Nicolae Simion,
Rev. Prof. Nicolai Buga, Prof. Mihaela Albu, Rev. P rof. Theodor
Damian, Prof. Anca Sarghie, guest, Marian Gh. Simion, and Adrian
George Sahlean)
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THE NEED FOR NEXUS
There are more than 76,000 youth
ages 10-19 living in Boston.  Urban
youth today face a gauntlet of
problems: violence, pregnancy, crime,
drugs, poverty, homelessness, family
conflict, and limited education and
career opportunities.  Christian youth
workers face unique challenges as
they are called upon to serve the
physical, emotional, and spiritual
needs of youth in the context of the
urban church.  This complex and
dynamic serve environment requires
special resourcing and support.  A
recent study by the High Risk Youth
Network concluded that better
supporting youth workers is critical to
meeting the needs of high risk youth,
and our own study shows that
Christian youth workers are asking for
a higher level of training and support.

THE RESPONSE
neXus is in place to equip, connect,
and empower youth ministry through
research, training, support, and
networking.  It is a collaboration of
major organizations whose work over
many years is tried and proven: neXus
Boston will serve Christian youth
workers by documenting best
practices for youth ministry both
locally and nationally, providing
certificate and graduate level training,
networking Christian youth workers
for mutual support and learning, and
offering counseling, mentoring, and
support services to Christian youth
workers in the field.  neXus Boston is
physically located at CUME’s new
building in Dudley Square, providing a
resource center for Christian youth
ministry in our region.

CERTIFICATE    IN

Youth and Young Adult Ministry
is open to degree candidates at BTI schools, ministers in
the vicinity, or persons involved in continuing or lay

education programs, and is awarded by the BTI Religious
Education Studies Advisory Committee (RESAC) that
oversees the Certificate. To earn the Certificate the

candidate must prove and fulfill:

1. One course on Christian education;
      2. Four aditional courses on YYAMS;
      3. Demonstrated experience with youth;
      4. Ecumenical engagement; and
      5. One brief integrative paper.

For further information please call 617.527.4880
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